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REPORT OF 


Mr. Voigt’s main activity as 
president was the effort to have 
a qualified librarian appointed as 
State Librarian. In this effort, and 
at the request of 
the Executive 
Board, he ap- 
pointed a Spe- 
cial Committee 
for the Appoint- 
ment of a State 
Librarian, of 
which he was 
chairman. Since 
time was ex- 
tremely short, 
this committee 
gathered and 
submitted to Dr. 
Francis B. Haas, 
several names of 
qualified librari- 
ans. Mr. Voigt 
also saw Dr. 
Haas several times about it. 

After Mr. Voigt accepted the 
position of assistant librarian at 
the University of California, Mr. 
Ralph Munn, director of the Car- 
negie Library of Pittsburgh, was 
appointed chairman of the Spe- 
cial Committee. 

As vice president and president- 





PRESIDENT 


elect, I took office as president on 
June Ist. The first action taken 
was on the request for a regional 
conference to be held in Atlantic 
City in October 
1953. The Ex- 
ecutive Board 
was polled by 
mail and agreed 
that our Associa- 
tion should take 
part in this con- 
ference. Later 
Mrs. May V. K. 
Valencik, libra- 
rian of the AI- 
lentown Free Li- 
brary, agreed to 
be general chair- 
man. 

The President 
wishes to thank 
the Local Con- 
ference Commit- 
tee, and the Exhibit Chairman for 
their hard and successful work for 
the Lancaster Conference. He also 
wants to thank the Executive 
Board and all committee chair- 
men and members for their help, 
both during the year and for their 
part in the Conference. 


William W. Bryan 


REGIONAL CONFERENCE IN 1953 


Plans are underway for a Middle At- 
lantic States regional meeting October 
15-17, 1953. It will be held in the Am- 
bassador Hotel, Atlantic City, New 
Jersey. 

The six participating groups are the 
New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, West Virginia, and Washing- 
ton, D. C. Library Associations. 

Mrs. May V. K. Valencik, librarian, 
Allentown Free Library, has been ap- 
pointed general chairman. Mrs. Valen- 
cik has appointed the following com- 
mittee chairmen: Francis X. Dougherty, 
Public Library, Washington, D. C., pro- 
gram chairman; Richard D. Minnich, 


Baltimore County Library, in charge of 
exhibits; Richard Brown, Reading Pub- 
lic Library, treasurer; and Marie Davis, 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, pub- 
licity chairman. 


At the annual business meeting of 
P.L.A. it was voted to join the other 
associations in extending a loan of $200 
to the planning committee. It is under- 
stood that any return of funds will de- 
pend upon the success of the Con- 
ference, and Pennsylvania participation. 


The 1953 annual business meeting of 
P.L.A. will be held at the Regional Con- 


ference. 








The Conference Committee looks back 
on the Lancaster meetings with pride 
and pleasure because we think everyone 
had an enjoyable time; and we want 
to thank everyone who helped make 
that possible. 

Mrs. Jane Gray Smith and her willing 
crew registered some 314 guests and sold 
$1,420.95 worth of meal and tour tickets 
—a tremendous task. 

The Women’s Garden Club, the Iris 
Club and Friends of the Lancaster Free 
Public Library provided lovely flower 
arrangements for meetings and meals. 

Professor J. William Frey of F. & M. 
College had the folks in a mellow mood 
with his Pennsylvania Dutch songs so 
they could enjoy the reception which 
followed, under the management of Alice 
Sylvestre Heilman. 

Seventy four persons were exposed to 
Pennsylvania Dutch culture on a tour of 
the county, which wound up at Weat- 
land (Buchanan’s Home) and the Li- 
brary of the Research and Development 
Center of Armstrong Cork Company. 
Betty Bowerman, librarian, gave the folks 
a cider treat before they left. 

M. Elinor Harsh ran errands night 
and day and took care of a thousand 


and one details for the comfort of 
guests. 


Both Franklin and Marshall College 
and Millersville State Teachers College 
were hosts to the College and Reference 
people, and put on their best hospitality 
for the occasion. Laura Buller concen- 
trated on the Children’s, Young Peoples 
and School Librarians who will remem- 
ber the meeting with pleasure. 

Luckily the weather was perfect and 
Lancaster showed its best face. We were 
glad to have you and hope you come 
back. 

ERNEST E, DOFRSCHUK, JR. 
Conference Chairman 


BUSINESS MEETING 


In addition to subjects covered else- 
where in this issue, the following items 
were voted upon at the session. 





President Bryan presented the change 
in Chapter Status with A.L.A., as amend- 
ed by the A.L.A. at its annual meeting. 
It was approved to reapply for Chapter 
Status. 

Mr. McComb made the Constitution 
Committee report. All the recommended 
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changes were approved (see Bulletin is- 
sue for August 1952). 

President Bryan announced that there 
will be no P.L.A. Conference in 1953 due 
to the Regional Conference. 

Mr. Brown presented for the Nominat- 
ing Committee the following slate of 
officers for 1952-1953 and it was unani- 
mously approved: William W. Bryan, 
Scranton Public Library, president; 
Ralph W. McComb, Pennsylvania State 
College Library, vice president; Esther 
C. Strickland, Harrisburg Public Li- 
brary, secretary; Lester L. Stoffel, Easton 
Public Library, treasurer; Harold W. 
Hayden, Bucknell University Library, 
executive board member; and Emerson 
Greenaway, Free Library of Philadel- 
phia, A.L.A. counselor. 

Ralph Munn made the recommenda- 
tion that consideration be given the 
election of secretary for a term to coin- 
cide with the fiscal year. This would 
permit the secretary to complete the 
minutes of the annual meeting and ex- 
ecutive board sessions, and ease the pres- 
ent difficulty for the incoming secre- 
tary. 





COLLEGE AND REFERENCE 


The College and Reference Section met 
Thursday afternoon, October 23, during 
the Lancaster conference, for a tour of 
the Fackenthal Library, Franklin and 
Marshall College, through the _hospi- 
tality of Herbert B. Anstaett, librarian. 
The tour was followed by an address by 
Joseph Barnes, editor, Simon and Schust- 
er, Inc., and faculty member, Sarah Law- 
rence College, Bronxville, N. Y., on the 
topic “Problems of the Publishing In- 
dustry.” Mr. Barnes described an_ inci- 
dent that occurred when he served as 
interpreter for the late Wendell Willkie 
on his trip to Russia. Stalin asked what 
most impressed Willkie in Russia, and, 
to the former’s annoyed amazement, 
Willkie replied that the libraries and the 
book stores most impressed him because, 
if they kept on developing, Stalin would 
be out of a job. 

Selections by the octet of the College 
Glee Club provided entertainment at 
both the meeting and the dinner which 
followed. 


In the brief business meeting, the 
chairman-elect, Walter W. Wright, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, as- 
sumed office; Harold W. Hayden, Buck- 








nell University, Lewisburg, and Rena 
M. Carlson, State Teachers College, Clari- 
on, were elected vice-chairman (chair- 
man-elect) and secretary respectively. 

On Saturday morning, October 25, at 
Millersville State Teachers College, Jo- 
seph H. Myers, Public Library, Scran- 
ton, presided, as program chairman, over 
a session. The varied topics of his pro- 
gram arose from his survey for the Col- 
lege and Reference Section of unique or 
experimental practices being carried on 
in the college and reference libraries of 
the state. 

V. A. Champa, Film Library, State 
‘Teachers College, Millersville and Sister 
Marie Helene Mohr, Seton Hill College, 
Greensburg spoke. (Their papers appear 
elsewhere in this issue) Walter W. 
Wright, University of Pennsylvania, sup- 
plemented Sister Mohr’s talk on dis- 
plays. He remarked upon the attention 
a recent exhibit attracted, “How Not to 
Use the Library,” and upon the interest 
aroused by the frank, posted answers 
to suggestions received in a suggestion 
box. 

Gilmore Warner, State Teachers Col- 
lege, Lock Haven, presented provoca- 
tive proposals for separating the sub- 
ject cards for recent material from the 
older material in the library. The title 
of the paper was “New ideas for the 
Card Catalog.” 

Alphonse F. ‘Trezza, University of 
Pennsylvania, outlined the University’s 
present circulation system, which com- 
bines book and date record on one card. 
He concluded with a review of the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages. To Mr. 
Trezza’s “Circulation by ‘lechnicolor,” 
John §S. Davidson, Muhlenberg College, 
Allentown, added a description of the 
method of circulation control in use at 
Muhlenberg. 


Walter W. Wright, Chairman 


TRUSTEES 

At the 1951 P.L.A. meeting a large 
group of trustees met to form an organi- 
zation and to affiliate with the Pennsy]l- 
vania Library Association. A_ special 
committee was appointed at that meet- 
ing to draft a constitution and _ by-laws. 
This committee, Mrs. Roger M. Fran- 
ciscus, chairman, presented a proposed 
constitution at a meeting in Lancaster 
on October 25, 1952. It was officially 
adopted and the trustees are to be 
known as “Trustees Section” of the 
PLA. 


There has been a long felt need for 
such a section and a large share of the 
credit for its activation goes to Mrs. 
William Shand, trustee, Lancaster Free 
Public Library. Mrs. Shand also played 
a leading part in arranging the series 
of meetings for trustees at this confer- 
ence, which included a luncheon. The 
speaker was Charles §S. Foltz, Washing- 
ton editor, author and analyst. 

In his address to trustees, and friends 
of the library representatives, Mr. Foltz 
said: “To meet and defeat an enemy we 
must understand how he ticks, his stra- 
tegy, his weakness and his strength. The 
free library and press make this infor- 
mation available to us.” 

He emphasized that America must 
conform to the pattern of an inquiring 
mind, free spirit, and love of God and 
our fellow man if libraries and the press 
are to remain citadels of freedom, not 
prisons of freedom. 


“You, for example, have a certain in- 
fluence in seeing that the thinking per- 
son who comes to our libraries for knowl- 
edge goes away the wiser, and not just 
more heavily loaded with more preju- 
dices.” 

Newly elected officers of the ‘Trustees 
Section are: C. Barton Brewster, Free 
Library of Philadelphia, chairman; Mrs. 
William Shand, Lancaster Free Public 
Library, vice chairman; Mrs. Edward 
M. Schellenger, Easton Township Pub- 
lic Library, secretary; and Mrs. Betty A. 
Woeckner, Mt. Lebanon Public Library, 
treasurer. Directors at large are Rabbi 
Manning H. Bleich, Lewistown, A. L. 
Wolk, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, 
and the Honorable John C. Kunkel, 
Harrisburg Public Library. 

Mr. Brewster, as newly elected chair- 
man, remarked on the need for better 
libraries in Pennsylvania. Mrs. Shand in- 
troduced Harold Bailey, trustee, Brook- 
lyn Public Library. He cited advance- 
ments in library service made in New 
York and elsewhere as the result of co- 
operative efforts of library trustees. He 
suggested that trustees be familiar with 
the political process and direct their 
political influence to the improvement of 
library service within the state. 

The Section voted to send telegrams 
to Governor John S. Fine and Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction, Dr. Francis 
B. Haas. Both telegrams urged the early 
appointment of a qualified professional- 
ly trained State Librarian. 











COUNTY LIBRARY 

The County Library Section of the 
Pennsylvania Library Association held 
two meetings during the P.L.A. conven- 
tion at Lancaster. The first, held at 
breakfast on Friday, was in the nature 
of a forum with Roger McDonough, 
State Librarian of New Jersey, discus- 
sing the make-up and standards of the 
county libraries in his state. 

At the second meeting the County 
Section elected officers for the coming 
year. The new president is Mrs. Carola 
L. Stuckenrath, Mifflin County Library, 
Lewistown; the vice-president is Mrs. 
Dorothy Lantz, Franklin County Library, 
Chambersburg; secretary-treasurer is Mrs. 
Mary Wilson, Adams County Free Li- 
brary of Gettysburg. 

The Section also adopted revised 
standards for county libraries in the 
state. ‘These will be submitted to the 
Executive Board of the P.L.A. for ap- 


Standards for County 


Inasmuch as the present system of 
county libraries in Pennsylvania is recog- 
nized to be inadequate by all national 
standards, it seems reasonable that the 
County Library Section of the P.L.A. 
should take action to remedy the situa- 
tion by adopting standards and recom- 
mending such legal changes as are neces- 
sary to implement them. 

The County Library Section is quite 
aware of the ideals of establishment and 
service and it is also cognizant of the 
realities of the existing situation. It 
recognizes that present libraries and 
their staffs cannot meet these standards 
for some time without undue sacrifice 
and insecurity, wherefore it will be 
necessary for such already established 
libraries to continue with their present 
programs until such time as adjust- 
ments can be made with the Jeast dis- 
location possible. However, upon en- 
actment of new standards into law, no 
library may be established which does 
not comply in detail. 

The pattern of service: 

1. Counties or regions in which 
there exists no municipality of 
more than 50,000 population 
a. The county or regional library 

shall be the autonomous unit, 
absorbing or federating with 
all other libraries in the area 

2. Counties or regions in which 
there is a municipality of more 

than 50,000 population and main- 





proval before being put into effect. The 
Section hopes that, if approved, all pres- 
ent county libraries will use these new 
standards as goals for the improvement 
of their libraries; and that no new li- 
braries will be formed in other counties 
unless they can meet this new set of 
standards. This policy will insure more 
nearly adequate library service for the 
people of Pennsylvania. 

Plans are also underway for a two- 
day workshop to be held in July at State 
College. This will take the place of the 
usual Summer County Library Institute. 
All members of the Section who are in- 
terested in attending such a workshop 
on county library procedures and pro- 
cesses are urged to contact Mrs. Kier- 
nan at the Somerset County Library in 
Somerset, letting her know what phases 
of work you would like to have brought 
up for discussion, 


Mrs. Carola L. Stuckenrath, President 


and Regional Libraries 


taining a free, public library 
a. The county or regional library 
may be a department of the 
municipal free public library 
but such department shall be 
subject to such new standards 
of operation and service 
b. The county or regional library 
may be an autonomous unit, 
absorbing or federating with 
all other libraries in the area 
The premises: 
1. Annual income of $1 per capita 
2. A service area of no less than 
50,000 population 
3. Library service to be established 
without regard to political sub- 
division wherever it seems eco- 
nomically or geographically sound 
1. Library outlets to be established 
either in a building or by book- 
mobile service no more than five 
miles from each resident of the 
area 





State Aid for establishment: 
1. $7500 a year for three years 
2. 5000 volumes of readable books 
for a loan of three years 
3. Technical advisory service upon 
request 
State Aid for continuation: 
1. $5000 a year 
2. same as above 
3. same as above 











~verns 





BUDGET FOR COUNTY OR REGIONAL LIBRARY WITH INCOME OF $50,000 
(based upon 1952 values) 


Personnel Qualifications Min. Max. 
Administrator BLS and at least 3 years ex- 
perience in administration 1000 6000 
Assistants Adult specialist BLS and | year experience 3000 4500 
Child specialist _ oe - ea. ea. 
Clerical 1 driver-clerk HS business major 2500 
3 clerks S 9 — ea. 
(Salary dependent upon local 
conditions) 
Janitor 2000 
Professional salary increases to be effective over a period 
of five years, other salary dependent upon local conditions. 
Total minimum salaries $22,000 
Books 
5000 volumes per year 10,000 
Bookmobile 
Purchase : ; : 10,000 
Maintenance and depreciation 1,000 
Supplies 2,000 
Building 
Rent and maintenance (dependent upon local conditions) 5,000 


Total budget 


$50,000 


(Under the present law custodians for small branches and 
deposit stations may be paid from the Adult Recreation 
funds of the Department of Public Instruction.) 


CHILDREN’S, YOUNG 
PEOPLE’S, AND 
SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 

The chairman of the Section, Uhus- 
nelda Schmidt, asked for and received 
approval for appointment of two com- 
mittees: one, to continue efforts to ob- 
tain appointment of a school library 
consultant on the state level and an- 
other, to arrange for dates and other 
related details pertinent to the schedul- 
ing of the publishers’ book exhibit that 
is to travel from library to library 
throughout the state. It is being planned 
to provide children, their parents, and 
librarians the opportunity to see the 
new books of especial interest to  chil- 
dren. 

The report of the Nominating Com- 
mittee was accepted and the following 
officers will serve for the next year: chair- 
man, Alice Ruf, School of Library Sci- 
ence, Drexel Institute of ‘lechnology, 
Philadelphia; vice-chairman and chair- 
man-elect, Mrs. Elizabeth S._ Ritter, 
Homewood Branch, Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh; secretary, Eleanor MacDon- 
ald, Mt. Lebanon Public Library, Pitts- 
burgh. 


The program covered a resume of 
research studies completed within the 
last three years in the field of work with 
children, young people, and school li- 
brary service, at the two library schools 
in the state. It concluded with a dis- 
cussion of story-telling for children. 

‘Twenty research studies completed in 
this field at Carnegie Library School 
and sixteen in the same field at the 
School of Library Science, Drexel Insti- 
tute of Technology, were summarized by 
graduates of the respective schools. Both 
Roberta Lee, branch librarian, Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh, and Mrs. Sara 
Hixson, school librarian, Montgomery 
County, expressed the thought that re- 
seach studies being undertaken in li 
brary schools granting the Master’s De- 
gree for one year of training are adding 
to knowledge in the field of librarian- 
ship. 

Eulalie M. Steinmetz, supervisor of 
story-telling, New York Public Library, 
referred to story-telling as an ancient 
art and enumerated many of the bene- 
fits children derive from hearing stories 
in the scientific era of the present. She 
touched upon some of the devices, arti 
fices, and techniques untilized by the 








story-teller but emphasized the fact that 
the secret of first rate story-telling is 
knowing the story well before attempting 
to tell it. Her ideas about children’s be- 
havior at story hours met with the ap- 
proval of her audience. In conclusion, 
Miss Steinmetz demonstrated the ancient 
art about which she had talked so well 
and so interestingly by telling the story 
The Little Rooster and His Diamond 
Buttons. 

Alice Ruf, President 


AUDIO-VISUAL 
COMMITTEE 


The Audio-Visual Committee, Grace 
Estes, chairman, sponsored two meetings. 
One of these, sponsored jointly with the 
Public Libraries Section, had as_ the 
speaker, Mary Leona Huber, Head, Film 
Library Department, Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, Baltimore. 

Miss Huber pointed out the specific 
values of films. She said: “We have 
then in films just one more tool, which 
can be an effective one, for helping 
achieve the objectives of the public li- 
brary. It may not do a complete job, 
and I think it is important to add that 
films alone can not do it. ‘That is why, 
as librarians, we need to know the tech- 
niques necessary for using films purpose- 


fully and to the fullest extent of their 
effectiveness.” 
Miss Huber also discussed aids and 


techniques for using the films. A few 
copies of her list of “Recommended 
Books, Pamphlets and Periodicals for a 
Library ‘Film Information’ Collection,” 
are available from the Osterhout Free 
Library, Wilkes-Barre. She mentioned 
the Educational Film Library <Associa- 
tion, 1600 Broadway, New York 19, as a 
very valuable source of information. 


Some of Miss Huber’s pointers were: 
large groups defeat the purpose of a 
good film discussion program; you must 
know why you are using a_ particular 
film; and there is no substitute for pre- 
viewing films before group showings. 


There are many films produced today, 
and, just as with books, only some of 
them are useful. Selection is particular- 
ly important because we realize the un- 
usual “impact and persuasive power of 
the medium. It is the obligation of all 
film program planning to make certain 
that the power of seeing is believing is 
not abused.” 

Locating films is one of the great prob- 
lems in this field. Knowing the avail- 


able sources is an important part of a 
librarian’s task in film work. A very 
useful recent publication is “A Directory 
of 2002 16 mm Film Libraries” by Seer- 
ley Reid. It is available from the Sup- 
erintendent of Documents for thirty 
cents. 


Following Miss Huber’s talk the group 
was shown the film “Due Process of 
Law.” This film was used to help the 
group discover how a film = discussion 
program can be set up and handled. 
The techniques in planning and use 
were discussed, and procedures were 
outlined by the group. 





PENN STATE PROPOSES 
FILM DISTRIBUTION PLAN 


On Thursday afternoon the Audio- 
Visual Committee present a program in 
which Irving C. Boerlin and Thurston 
M. Reeves, of the Penn State Audio 
Visual Aids Department discussed film 
techniques. 

Emphasis was placed on the fact that 
for ten or fifteen dollars any library 
can assemble a fairly adequate collec- 
tion of film information materials. ‘This 
important community service should be 
the minimum audio-visual program in 
any library. 

Mr. Boerlin then presented two pro- 
posed plans for helping public libraries 
become film distribution centers. ‘These 
plans are open to any public library in 
Pennsylvania. Interested librarians or 
trustees should contact the Audio-Visual 
Aids Library, Pennsylvania State Col- 
lege, State College, Pennsylvania. 

Public Library Plan I] 
A. The Audio-Visual Aids Library will 
place films in the public libraries for 

a period ranging from one week to 

one month. 


B. The public library would then pro- 
mote these films among community 
groups, excluding schools. 

C. The public library may recoup its 
costs by making charges to the organi- 
zations using the films. These charges 
must include a 15c insurance fee cov- 
ering damage or loss. 

D. The public library will be billed on 
a sliding scale as follows: one week’s 
use—1ll% times the daily rental; two 
weeks use—2 times the daily rental; 
three weeks use—2'% times the daily 
rental; and four weeks use—3 times 
the daily rental. (Daily rentals aver- 
age about $2.50 per day). 




















All films listed in our catalog and sup- 
plements (which may be had upon re- 
quest) are available on this plan. 


Public Library Plan II 


A. From a list of films prepared by the 
Audio-Visual Aids Library, the public 
library will request films which will 
be placed with the public library for 
a period of four weeks. (List of avail- 
able films for this plan supplied up- 
on request). 

B. ‘The library will promote the use of 


these films among community groups, 
excluding schools. 


C. The public library will rent the films 
at rental rates specified in the Audio- 
Visual Aids Library catalog and sup- 
plements, and will add the insurance 
fee of L5c to cover damage or loss. 


D. The public library will report each 


rental to the Audio-Visual Aids Li- 
brary. 
kK. The Audio-Visual Aids Library will 


bill the library for rentals but with 

a discount of 33-1/3%; this differ- 

ence can be used by the public li- 

brary to defray overhead and trans- 

portation of films to and from State 

College. 

Public Library Plan Il would not ob- 
ligate the public library financially, 
other than for actual rentals, but the 
Audio-Visual Aids Library would con- 
sider an average of one rental per title, 
per four-week period, to be minimum 
performance and would hope for a much 
better circulation. Failure to attain rea- 
sonable circulation after a fair trial 
would be reason for discontinuing this 
plan with any particular public library. 

* * * 

The importance of seeing films was 
emphasized by the two film showings 
held during the Conference, through 


the cooperation of the Audio-Visual 
Aids Library. These fine films created 
considerable enthusiasm among those at- 
tending. It was pointed out that commu- 
nity groups might become equally en- 
thusiastic if provided with such an 
opportunity for previewing available 
films. Special invitations to noon hour 
showings were suggested as one means 
of bringing films to the attention of 
group chairmen. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY 

At the October 23d, 1952, meeting in 
Lancaster, the Public Library Section of 
P.L.A. elected the following officers: Mrs. 
John C. Daub, Pittsburgh, chairman; 
Nicholas Winowich, Pittsburgh, vice- 
chairman; and Helen Rilling, Erie, sec- 
retary. 

Highlight of the Section’s program at 
Lancaster was the address given by 
Emerson Greenaway, director, Free Li- 
brary of Philadelphia. He spoke at the 
principle program meeting on the gen- 
eral subject of people and libraries. 

Pointing to the statistical fact that 
64.2 per cent of adults in Pennsylvania 
have only eight years of schooling or 
less, Mr. Greenaway called for a_pro- 
gram of library development which will 
enable libraries to serve as general cen- 
ters of reliable information; and also to 
provide opportunity and encouragement 
for people of all ages to educate them- 
selves continuously. Libraries in Penn- 
sylvania and in the country as a whole, 
he said, are not now able to fulfill this 
role. 

The Section also co-sponsored an 
audio-visual program, reported on else- 
where in this issue. 





An Audio-Visual Workshop will be 
held at the Allentown Free Library 
from 1:30 p.m., January 15 to noon on 
January 16. It will be conducted by 
Irving C. Boerlin and T. M. Reeves of 
the Pennsylvania State College Audio- 
Visual Aids Library. The workshop 
will cover a demonstration of various 
types of audio-visual equipment, ex- 
perience in handling equipment, and 





AUDIO-VISUAL WORKSHOP PLANNED 


a display and discussion of materials 
needed for an Audio-Visual Aids In- 
formation Service. This meeting will 
be sponsored by the P.L.A. Audio- 
Visual Committee. 

Please send a card to Mrs. May V. K. 
Valencik, Allentown librarian, if you 
are planning to attend, so she may 
know how many to expect. 











LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 


The membership voted to attempt 
again to introduce a bill similar to that 
introduced into the last Legislature 
which outlined the qualifications of the 
State Librarian; Be sae the State Li- 
brary under a council similar to the 
Board of Trustees of a state college, but 
kept the Library within the Departt- 
ment of Public Instruction; and out- 
lined the responsibilities and duties of 
the council and the State Library. 


Ihe Association voted to add to this 
bill a provision which wou!d make it 
mandatory on the State Library to dis- 
tribute statistics on the public libra- 
ries of Pennsylvania annually. 


In order to speed up communications 
to the membership between issues of the 
Bulletin, each District Library Associa- 
tion president is being asked to serve 
on the Legislative Committee. Then as 
news is available or action needed the 
Legislation Committee will provide mim- 
eographed releases in the numbers re- 
quested by these presidents who will 
in turn mail them to the membership 
of their own districts. Section Chairmen 
will also serve on the Legislation Com- 
mittee, with the Public Library Section 
taking legislation as its project for the 
year. 

Action needed immediately, preferably 
by lay people which librarians can insti- 
gate through their personal contacts and 
interests, is to write and speak to Gover- 
nor Fine regarding the appointment of 
a qualified State Librarian. It should be 
mentioned that, at the request of Dr. 
Haas, P.L.A. has submitted names of 
qualified personnel for consideration. At 
the Annual Meeting the Association 
voted to add the name of William Bryan, 
Scranton Public Library, to this list. He 
is the first choice of the Association. 


It would be well to see that all State 
Senators and Legislators are contacted 
immediately regarding the position of 
State Librarian, which has been vacant 
since January |, and regarding the legis- 
lation which we are hoping to have 
introduced to improve library services in 
the State. Only through the personal 
efforts of every librarian throughout the 
State can enough interest be generated 
to make this a possibility. 

Direct your questions to the Chair- 


man of the Committee, Allentown Free 
Library. 


May V. K. Valencik, Chairman 


RESOLUTIONS 


Following resolutions expressing ap- 
preciation to all who helped make the 
Lancaster Conference a success, the ex- 
hibitors, and the Brunswick Hotel, the 
Association expressed: “Its grateful and 
warm appreciation to Mrs. William 
Shand of Lancaster for her untiring ef- 
forts to revitalize the Trustees Section 
of the Association to make it into a 
strong force for library progress in Penn- 
sylvania.” 

“On the occasion of her retirement, 
the Pennsylvania Library Association in 
annual conference assembled at Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania on October 24, 1952, 
wishes to felicitate Miss Helen Ganser, 
Librarian and Director of the Library 
School at Millersville State Teachers Col- 
lege and a Past President of the Associa- 
tion. 


BE IT therefore, RESOLVED, that we 
pay tribute to Miss Ganser for the 
distinguished service she has given to 
the cause of better library service for 
Pennsylvania and to the work of the 
Association, and 


“Be it further resolved, that we ex- 
tend to Miss Ganser our very best wishes 
for happiness in the years to come and 
our hope that she may long enjoy such 
activities as may be congenial and help- 
ful to others and which are so character- 
istic of her.” 

“The Pennsylvania Library Associa- 
tion in annual conference assembled at 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, on October 24, 
1952, desires to congratulate Miss Fran- 
ces Dorrance for the completion of 
many years of service as Librarian of 
the Hoyt Library of Kingston and as 
an active member of the Association, 
also for her selection as a Distinguished 
Daughter of Pennsylvania who received 
a Pennsylvania Week Award in 1952. 

“BE IT therefore, RESOLVED, that 
the Association commends Miss Dor- 
rance for her eminent career as a librari- 
an and for the recognition granted her 
for her help to and interest in educa- 
tional and cultural progress in Penn- 
sylvania, and 

“Be it further resolved, that the <As- 
sociation extends to her its warmest 
best wishes for attaining in the future 
as in the past the satisfaction of a life 
of great usefulness based on a_ sincere 
devotion to realizable ideals.” 


Pani 




















NEW DISPLAY 


Technique. The library publi- 
cist should plan carefully, execute 
simply, spend more time on selec- 
tions, less on trimmings. The idea 
is to encourage reading. 

A successful display is attractive, 
unified, dramatic, and in good 
taste. It should be forceful, in- 
formative and simple, yet impres- 
sive of the library’s resources. It 
must grip the imagination, and 
click fast enough to stop the on- 
the-run passer-by. The display 
should be broad and varied; broad 
in the sense that no phase of the 
college curriculum is slighted; 
varied to the extent that no poster 
will be repeated. At the bar of 
public opinion the display must 
pass the test of good showman- 
ship. 

Ideas communicated must be 
simple. It is the right word which 
makes the display click. It is the 
trigger word. Words that essen- 
tially mean the same thing to most 
people are best. Terse, emotional 
messages set the pattern, e.g. Stop, 
Look and Read. 

Simplicity is essential. The most 
effective display may be one with 
a slogan or catchword that is brief, 
rhythmical, and usually affirma- 
tive. The slogan should appeal. It 
should epitomize a profound idea 
or truth, e.g. Jt is Never too Late 
to Give up Our Prejudices. This 
sage advice of Henry David Thor- 
eau is the focal point for a display 
on Walden and other Thoreau 
material. Seton Hill uses this dis- 
play to pay tribute to Thoreau on 
his birthday, August 8. The ac- 
companying poster is simply a 
pair of scales balanced on each 





Summary of paper given by Sister “Mohr, 
Reference Librarian, Seton Hill College, at 
College and Reference Section meeting, P.L.A. 
Conference, Lancaster. 


side by a book. The caption Pre- 
judice is cut through the center. 
Mechanics of the Display. Pres- 
ervation of material is important. 
The library should have a storage 
cabinet—counter height. The top 
of it can be a display shelf for 
books. The cabinet should be 
labeled with the names of the 
months (from a calendar pad.) 


At Seton Hill student assistants 
participate in preparing the dis- 
play. A kind of glamour has built 
itself around the library artist. 
Generally this student is one of 
the school’s popular girls. Her 
autograph on the poster she dis- 
plays adds to her popularity. The 
library prefers the girl who vol- 
unteers for the job. She will in- 
variably come forth with a sample 
drawing when she applies to be 
the “poster maker.” 

When the student assistant com- 
pletes her poster she numbers it 
on the verso according to its pros- 
pective location in the cabinet. If 
a poster is suitable for several oc- 
casions these dates can be listed on 
the back of the poster. For ex- 
ample, the poster entitled Genius 
of the Stage will serve to bring 
out several great actors and ac- 
tresses. 

At Seton Hill this set-up in- 
cludes a screaming red back- 
ground, two flesh colored 
masques, three or four stick fig- 
ures, and about a dozen carefully 
selected biographies of Maude 
Adams, Ethel Barrymore, Sarah 
Barnhardt, Edwin Booth, Kath- 
arine Cornell, Helen Hayes, John 
Barrymore, Alfred Lunt, ete. 

No poster is used twice in one 
semester. Some students at Seton 
Hill say they never miss a day 
catching up with the display. They 








shop at the exhibit for their read- 
ing menu, confident of a varied 
diet. Ingenuity in selecting titles 
for display exercises all the book 
information a library staff may 
possess. To stimulate already 
keyed-up interest we often call on 
faculty and student body for sug- 
gestions. 


Instant Location of Posters. Dis- 
plays are shelf-listed under sub- 
ject. A card is filed for every poster 
in a special drawer in the Refer- 
ence Library catalog, e.g. Stephen 
Foster. Opposite Foster’s name is 
Jan. 13—Drawer 1. This indicates 
the date for the display and the 
exact location of the Foster poster 
in the poster cabinet. 


Under the subject Music and 
Musicians is a list of all music 
posters with cross reference to 
their location, e.g. Music and Mu- 
sicians, See also: Foster, Stephen— 
Jan. 13; Mozart, Wolfgang—Jan. 
Zi. 

Chronological Arrangement of 
Posters. In a loose leaf binder 
posters are listed by title just as 
they are used each day. On the 
January page are titles of posters 
for that month. Twelve pages 
cover the year. In addition several 
pages are devoted to general post- 
ers, timeless in tone. These can be 
used spasmodically or they can be 
put up hurriedly when an un- 
expected event is scheduled or an 
outstanding person comes to town. 


Jackets. Anyone who has dress- 
ed up an old book and timed its 
travel tour will vouch that any 
book smartly jacketed will get it- 
self into circulation. We tried it 
with Frank Cowan’s books. The 


Millionaire, a drab old yellowed 
page book moved as soon as it 
went on show in its crisp attire, 
made from clean white gilt wrap- 
ping paper, splashed all over with 
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$ signs. Cowan’s Southwestern 
Pennsylvania in Song and Story 
was jacketed in white paper with 
a colored map of Pennsylvania 
covering the front and a map of 
Greensburg on the back. Cowan’s 
Jane Jansen appeared in a new 
jacket with the picture of a young 
woman reproduced from an old 
snapshot of the woman who might 
have been Cowan’s fiancee. 


Preservation of Jackets. We pre- 
serve attractive book jackets in the 
picture file in a folder with photo- 
graphs and other pictorial mater- 
ial relative to the subject. Thus: 
jackets for Dante books file with 
pictures on Italian Literature; 
hockey or skating file in the sec- 
tion Sports. 

Seton Hill specializes in a series 
of displays timeless in tone. Any- 
one of these may be set up in a 
few moments when there is no 
specific event to be celebrated. 
Listed are a few. 

Leadership Tomorrow. The 
caption Leadership Tomorrow 
Comes from Yestreday’s Deeds is 
written through a center of olive 
leaves on a green and gold back- 
ground. This idea calls for books 
on personnel work, guidance, 
counselling, and leadership. An- 
other Leadership theme centers 
on Longfellow’s: “Our todays and 
yesterdays are the blocks upon 
which we build.” This second idea 
can be developed on block let- 
tering in black and white. Each 
block is designed with a book. 


Biography. Biography is symbo- 
lized on a golden board with a 
galloping horse carrying a silhou- 
etted black rider. Unfurled from 
the rider’s shoulder is a streamer 
of words: The Years Behind Me. 
Mounted upon a temporary stair- 
well formed by a few bricks are 
several books, each an intimate 

















portrait possessing charm, gaiety, 
and understanding. Some fairly 
distinguished biographies stand 
out from the welter of hybrid 
types, among which are the schol- 
arly, the psychoanalytic, journal- 
istic, and the novelized biography. 
On the top step is the masterful 
Boswell’s Johnson. 


Books That Make You Think. 
This display correlates with the 
Philosophy Department. Solid 
black lettering on a white board is 
framed by a border of young heads 
each in the act of solving a prob- 
lem. Books pertaining to philos- 
ophy, psychology, logic and ethics 
are displayed. 

Specially For You. This poster 
has a pleasing little Dutch girl 
holding a few books in with a 
basket of flowers. A poster such 
as this is conducive to a variety of 
displays. 


Wing To The Heights With An 
Inspirational Book. A winged 
white horse on a sky blue back- 
ground attracts anyone. In feath- 
ery looking script is written, Wing 
to the Heights with an Inspira- 
tional Book. Typical selections 
carry out the theme. 


Ageless Books. A large open 
book can be sketched on a white 
board. One spray of leaves over 
the gilt edge pages will lend color. 
Beautiful handwriting inscribes: 
Ageless Books for All Ages. The 
best old books or the classics 
should be set up with this poster. 


Try Writing For Them—Every- 
man. Heads—old and young, boys 
and girls—white and black, brown 
and red are peering into a large 


book on a black background. Let- 
tering in bright pink says: Try 
Writing for Them — Everyman. 
Here is a chance to show off the 
latest in journalism, editorial 
work, reporting, etc. 

Time On Your Hands? Read. A 
smart display, this. On a brown 
board is a white jacketed college 
girl with both hands extended to 
support a large clock in which 
she stands. The hours on the 
clock says: Time on Your Hands? 
Read. A variety of books here. 

Doorway To Discovery. A red 
board with a red and white brick 
library building marked: Door- 
way to Discovery makes this poster 
stand out. Puzzle books and recre- 
ational books adapt well to this 
scheme. 


Books for Young Ladies. This 
depicts a prim library where, gaz- 
ing wistfully at tomes, a modern 
college girl searches from a read- 
ing list marked Freshman Orien- 
tation. Books in evidence on the 
display stand might cover a wide 
range of etiquette, personal prob- 
lems, clothing, design, millinery, 
vocational guidance, etc. 

Special Days and Holidays — 
Valentine Day. A valentine poster 
in a reference library may be a 
rousing element of surprise. The 
one here described is a fade out 
of a smartly dressed girl within a 
large red heart. She embraces a 
white book on which is painted a 
red heart and the words: Keep 
your heart in your book, my val- 
entine. A lacy red and gold band 
frames the centre. Several books 
about Valentine Day and its cus- 
toms are attractively arranged. 











New Public Library for Lancaster 


The contract has been let for 
the construction of the new Lan- 
caster Free Public Library build- 
ing. Low bid on the building, pic- 
tured above, was $479,370. The 
library is operating temporarily 
in a former junior high, part of 
which is now an elementary 
school. All children’s books are in 
use, but two thirds of the adult 
books were placed in storage. The 
move was completed in five days, 
during which the library was 
closed, and only one bookmobile 
trip was cancelled. 

The adult services, work areas 
and offices will be on the main 
floor; with a young peoples col- 


lection in one front wing and a 
browsing room for adults in the 
other. A rear wing will provide 
independent space for county 
service; an indoor bookmobile 
garage will have immediate access 
to this working area, and book 
stacks. 

On the second floor will be the 
Children’s Department, lecture 
room, and space for future special 
collections. The basement will be 
set up with storage stacks for the 
present. 

Ernest E. Doerschuk, Jr., librar- 
ian, expressed the hope that the 
new building will be occupied by 
June 1954. 





mation write or telephone: 





rrain to 8 A LIBRARY TECHNICIAN 


The Community College of Temple University offers at its Cedarbrook Center a two- 
year curriculum in Library Technology with both day and evening classes. 


Courses are designed to train Library technicians on a sub-professional level and 
the Degree of Associate in Arts will be awarded to graduates. For further infor- 


THE COMMUNITY COLLEGE OF 


TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 


Cheltenham Ave. and Sedgwick St. Phila. 19, Pa. 


Livingston 8-8100 





























LIBRARIES AND 


Logic would lead us to believe 
that handling audio-visual aids for 
learning should be a part of a 
broadened concept of a library’s 
services. In actual practice, how- 
ever, the facts tell a different story. 
Most successful film libraries, or 
film services, or audio-visual pro- 
grams in the schools, for instance, 
are not part of the tradition li- 
brary—and there are reasons. 





These reasons will not be ex- 
plored fully here because of time 
limitations. The best that can be 
done at this instance is to fire a 
few salvos in order to point up 
the more pertinent problems and 
give some answers to them. 

In all fairness though, there are 
some exceptions wherein tradi- 
tional libraries have provided sat- 
isfactory film service. We shall 
confine ourselves to film services 
so that we may be a little more 
specific. 

Besides the work of Margaret 
Rufsvold of A.L.A. in the realm 
of audio-visual aids, Norman B. 
Moore, Head of the Reynold 
Audio-Visual Division of the 
Rochester, (N.Y.) Public Library, 
in an article entitled “Films at 
Work in Public Libraries,” ap- 
pearing in the September 1952 is- 
sue, (vol. 1, no. 1) of Text-Film 
News, published by McGraw-Hill, 
writes: 

“Collections of film in public 
libraries constitute a wide range 
in size and quality, reflecting 
the objectives, the philosophy of 
service of the library concerned, 
and the availability of funds for 
such services. Some collections, 


Summary of paper given by Mr. Champa, 
Director, Film Library, State Teacher’s College, 
Millersville, at College and Reference Section 
meeting, P.L.A. Conference, Lancaster. 


FILM SERVICE 


permanent in nature, are ac- 
quired by purchase, lease, or 
long-term collections that rely 
entirely or in part on ‘package 
Programs’ loaned to a given li- 
brary for a given period of 
tme.... 

“Since public libraries have 
assumed responsibility for the 
distribution of informational 
films, about 50,000 films are be- 
ing loaned monthly to reach an 
estimated audience of 4,000,000 
people. These figures are based 
on Public Library Film Statis- 
tics, May 23, 1951. 

“We can safely assume that 
many people now taking ad- 
vantage of library services are 
not regular users of the book 
resources of libraries. ‘Thus the 
libraries are reaching a new 
segment of the population hith- 
erto not served.” 

I am not happy about what 
McGraw-Hill has done to the price 

of film, but I am glad to see them 
enter the promotion picture. 
Schools and libraries need much 
help in providing film service. 

Getting back to the segment of 
the population who are not book 
users, and who, therefore, are not 
reached by the many libraries 
which do not have a film service, 
it is interesting to note that Henry 
George contended that although 
30% of rational minds are non- 
verbal, they nevertheless are capa- 
ble of iearning. The success of 
mass media of communication 
have made this obvious. 


John Dewey held that if 9/10ths 
of the energy spent in learning 
were spent in seeing that proper 
images were formed in the child’s 
mind, the educational process 
would be enormously speeded up 
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SINCE 1863 
Binding Specialists 
of 
Periodicals, Library Books 
and Text Books 


Pennsylvania 
Representative 


PauL W. GUNDERMAN 
WEISE - WINCKLER 
BINDERY, INC. 


27 W. Court St. 
Cincinnati, O. 
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For FIRST AID TO BOOKS 
Use BOOK-AID TAPE 


Books with battered, torn spines find 


ready and complete cure, inexpen- 
sively, with one treatment of BOOK- 
AID EMBOSSED CLOTH TAPE. Ap- 
ply along spine of book. The longer 
it’s on, the stronger its bond! Advan- 
tages: 
e Self-adhering @ Waterproof @ Easy 
writing surface @ Pyroxylin coating 
e Makes book repair easier and more 
economically than any 
other tape. @ Gives clean 
surface that won’t bleed 
or stick to other books. 
e Seven attractive col- 
ors @ Available in any 
widths of half inch va- 
riations. 


viii y 





Write for information 
and prices 
Library Service Div. 
Bro-Dart Industries 
75 E. Alpine St. 
Newark 5, N. J. 


bt 
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and also become more effective. 
Contrary to the fear of book 
lovers, pictorial presentation of 
information does not make for 
fewer readers, but instead it makes 
possible an enriched background 
for many who consequently are 
later able to get meaning from the 
printed word. Newspaper circula- 
tion has increased since the advent 
of radio, and there are no signs of 
its decrease because of motion 
pictures and television. 


Films and other pictorial media 
of communication help reach the 
poor reader and he must be 
reached because democracy is 
based upon the informed action 
of ALL the people. 





In schools such graphic teach- 
ing tools help us to reach the non- 
verbal pupil, and also give us a 
mass technique for group teaching 
which helps free us so that we can 
devote more time to individualiz- 
ed teaching, especially of the ex- 
ceptional learners found at both 
ends of the IQ scale. Teachers 
and librarians are what they are 
largely because they get along well 
with books. With the exception of 
text books possessed by each pu- 
pil, books are individual tools for 
learning. 

Since the community today in- 
sists ON group quantity teaching 
but of individualized quality, in- 
formational films and other media 
of mass communication are in de- 
mand for school as well as adult 
education. Somehow these new 
tools for learning will have to be 
provided. 

Here are some tough problems 
libraries must face if they are 
considering rendering this type of 
service. In this consideration we 
shall confine ourselves as strictly 
as possible to the 16mm film. 

















Problem no. 1. The cost of this 
mass medium of communication 
is approximately $50.00 per one 
400 foot reel, black and white, 
which is equivalent to ten minutes 
of running time. The price of 
colored film runs just about twice 
as much, thanks to the technicolor 
monopoly. Because of the tre- 
mendous cost of films, much time 
and money has to be spent to pre- 
view every title before it is pur- 
chased. An investment of this 
much money dare not lie idle 
much of the time if cost is to be 
justified. There is no substitute 
evaluation for your own preview. 
Educational Film Library Associa- 
tion is of some help with its evalu- 
ation cards. These cards are at 
least helpful for use in deciding 
the titles you wish to preview. 
Besides the cost of purchase, the 
cost of servicing the film runs 
high. After each circulation every 
film has to be inspected, rewound, 
repaired and cleaned if necessary. 
It is not unusual that even a new 
film might be returned totally 
ruined. This means more equip- 
ment and personnel. 

Problem no. 2. Until the recent 
appearance of EFLA, LC and AV- 
World Cardalogs, cataloging 
would have been a first rate head- 
ache had it not been for Wilson’s 
Educational Film Guide. Since 
browsing is not possible with 
films, the Dewey Decimal System 
presents all the disadvantages and 
very few of the advantages when 
it is applied to film. The selec- 
tion of a title will have to be made 
from the catalog and if the user 
wishes to become better informed 
the only way he can do it is to 
preview the film. This point will 
be touched upon further under 
problem four. Incidentally, the 
Citizen Education Project out of 
Columbia University has set up a 
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Library Binding Values, 
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Jacksonville, Illinois 
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Beautiful cabinets that will be 
in style for years to come. 

Made of selected maple in No. 
700 light maple finish and No. 800, 
mellow maple finish. 


Available for immediate ship- 
ment. 


Please write for current prices. 


Gaylord ¥ Gras. Tue. 


LIBRARY SUPPLIES 
SYRACUSE + NEW YORK 











catalog system that might be 
worth looking into if we are in- 
terested in really helping prospec- 
tive film users. Printed catalogs 
are necessary to publicize film ser- 
vice. Such catalogs and periodic 
supplements are very expensive. 

Problem no. 3. If the film serv- 
ice is offered on a service charge 
and/or rental basis, the financial 
accounting necessary will entail 
considerable time and expense in 
keeping adequate records. Should 
mailing service be added, then 
postage and insurance and the 
complications that set in with the 
use of the mails will add addi- 
tional headaches. 

Problem no. 4. Since prospec- 
tive film users may not be able 
to get complete satisfaction from 
the catalog, library personnel will 
find it necessary to help in pro- 
gramming and providing preview 
facilities. A projection room with 
some $500.00 worth of equipment 
becomes a must. This would also 
include provision for servicing 
each film after each use. 

Problem no. 5. Correspondence 
from prospective users and in con- 
nection with previewing of prints 
before purchase is a real burden. 


These are only the more ob- 
vious problems, and they have 
been touched upon only lightly. 
In considering film service, libra- 
rians might note that NYU in its 
recent reorganization has placed 
the film library under field serv- 
ices 

Another service that libraries 
can provide even if they are un- 
able to circulate films might be 
one similar to the project under- 
taken by the Louisiana State Li- 
brary. It has just completed a 
“Guide to Free Films; A Catalog 
of 16mm Motion Pictures Avail- 
able for Free Loan in Louisiana.” 
The only warning I would make 
here is to beware of free stuff. 
Some is good but much of it is not. 

Finally, libraries even if they are 
not in a position to provide 16mm 
film service because of budgetary 
limitations, can furnish informa- 
tion thereon. Filmstrips, record- 
ings, pictures, and 2 x 2 slides are 
relatively inexpensive and easier 
to service even without specially 
trained audio-visual personnel. 
There is a definite shortage of 
people trained to administer 
audio-visual centers, film libraries, 
or film divisions of libraries. 








Bookbinding at its best... 


Superior bindings last longer and therefore save you money. 
At Fehr & Johnson’s you get a superior binding, but you pay 
no more than the regular library prices. 

If you are having difficulty in obtaining first class bindings, 
and for quality unsurpassed, consult: 


FEHR AND JOHNSON, INC. 


831 - 835 Cherry Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
WaAlnut 2-7542 
“A Well Bound Book Is BOUND To Last” 
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